CHAPTER ONE
OUR CIVILIZATION
The story of India's civilization is indeed fas-
cinating. Anyone who has studied it or seen any
aspect of it has fallen under its spell. Indians arc
never tired of singing its praises, but foreigners
are even more eloquent than the people of India*
All agree that Indian civilization has done much
for mankind, and that it has a message for the
world even to-day.
A Chinese lady who was cm a visit to India
some years ago, said that she was much impressed
with the beauty of the Taj Mahal at Agra; if
she had seen nothing else but that in India, she
would have felt that her visit had not been in vain.
She spoke about what even China had learnt
from India. India had taught the people of
China love of peace and tranquillity. It had told
them that they should live in a spirit of coopera-
tion with the people of other countries; that is
to say, that they should help other people and
not subdue or destroy them. She also spoke erf
those Chinese scholars who had visited India
thousands of years ago and established a contact
between the two countries. She felt that !&$&
had always been a source of good not ca% to
China but to the world at large.